
  1 
 

  
 

 

 

  

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

North Carolina Association of  Black  High School Alumni 
www.ncabhsa.com 

E-mail:  ncabhsa@gmail.com 
 
 

 

  

 

The President’s Message 
 

 
 

Welcome to our annual event and thank you so much for sharing your 

evening with us.  

This is the end of my year as president. It has been a pleasure to serve this 

organization. I look forward to working with the incoming president Morris 

Roberson.  He will be taking over in January 2014. As most of you know, he is not 

a stranger to this position. He was the first president of the organization and 

served for five years.  

I want to share one thing as my last official duty.  During my year as 

president, we donated money to the community college GED programs in counties 

represented in this organization. 

This was a first. I am so proud of this group. They not only talk the talk, but 

walk the walk. That is, we are fulfilling our mission to help our youth and to work 

with organizations that do the same.  

GED programs are not limited to adults, it is also offered to student under 

18 that for one reason or another could not complete the traditional high school 

years. These students want and need an education so we (NCABHSA) donated the 

money to help pay the cost of the official test.  

These students have plans to become barbers, cosmetologist, nurses’ 

assistant, and some will be going to the military. They may have gotten misguided 

along the way, but now have an opportunity to do great things.  

Thank you for supporting our organization and our youth. You really have 

“Stepped up to Help Bridge the Gap between Opportunity and Equality.” 

Enjoy the evening, enjoy the fellowship and especially, enjoy yourself.   

 

Varnell Kinnin 

NCABHSA President 

 

NCABHSA 
P. O. Box 294, Battleboro, NC 27809-0294 

 

Purpose: To gather and share the history of our high schools" and "to support organizations  

that reflect our educational and mentoring ideals for our youth. 
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2012-2014 Officers and Committee Chairs 

 
  

    
President 

Varnell Kinnin 
Individual Member 

Vice President  
Morris Roberson 

Nash Central 

Secretary 
Annie Pippens 

Phillips 

Assistant Secretary 
Social & Hospitality Chair 

 Catherine Blackwell 
Booker T. Washington 

    
Treasurer 

William Knight 
Swift Creek 

Assistant Treasurer 
Leah S. Vines 
G. W. Carver 

Financial Secretary & 
Budge/Finance Chair 

Brenda Asbury 
Phillips 

Parlimentarian-
Policy/Procedures Chair 

Jordan Sills 
Gethsemane 

 

    
Sergeant-at-Arms  

James Collins 
G. W. Carver 

Historian 
Jesse J. Hinton, Jr. 

Nash Central 

Joan Jackson Barnes 
NominationChair 

Individual Member 

Cynthia Womack 
Civic & Community Service 

Chair 
Swift Creek 

 

  

  

Linda Worsley 
Membership Chair 

W. A. Pattillo 

Hilda Higgs 
Marketing/Public Relations 

Chair 
Conetoe 
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Focus of Purpose - Supporting education  

 
Gift from Black High School Alumni (NCABHSA) to benefit GED students at  

Vance-Granville Community College (VGCC) 
 

 The North Carolina Association of Black High School Alumni recently presented a gift to the 
Vance-Granville Community College Endowment Fund to assist students with their GED (General 
Educational Development) testing fees. The intended beneficiaries are students in the Adult Basic Skills 
program at VGCC’s Franklin County Campus. The Association is providing similar gifts to community 
colleges in five counties with the hope of assisting fifty students with testing fees. 

 
VGCC officials expressed their appreciation to the NCABHSA for supporting local adults who are 

seeking to earn their high school equivalency credential, which opens up numerous career and 
educational opportunities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nash Community College (NCC) 
Foundation Receives Gift from 

NCABHSA 
 

The NCABHSA has provided a 

gift to NCC to assist students with General 

Educational Development (GED) testing 

fees. “Nash Community College is 

thankful for this gift that recognizes the 

need and supports local citizens who are 

continuing toward earning a high school 

degree equivalency by pursuing their 

GED,” NCC Director of College and 

Career Readiness Ion Outterbridge said. 

“The Association’s support will enhance 

the community as these students improve 

their employable skill-sets and/or continue 

educational endeavors.” 

Pictured above, from left: 
Jordan Sills, Gethsemane High School 

alumnus, and William Knight,  Swift 

Creek High School alumnus, present 
contributions to VGCC Franklin Campus 

Dean Bobbie Jo May, Adult Basic Skills 

department chair Cathy Barham and 

Franklin Campus Basic Skills 
coordinator/instructor Jeffery Allen. 

 

Pictured above, from left:  
Jesse Hinton, Jr.,Nash Central High School alumnus,  NCC 

Director of College and Career Readiness Director Ion 

Outterbridge, Morris Roberson, Nash Central High School 

alumnus, William Knight, Swift Creek High School alumnus & 

NCC Foundation Executive Director Pat Daniels. 
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2013 Keynote Speaker 

 
 

The Honorable Carol Allen White  
 

NC Clerk of Superior Court  
 Ex Officio Judge of Probate 

 Edgecombe County 
   

The Honorable Carol Allen White is a native of 
Edgecombe County. She is a graduate of Shaw University with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology. In 1976 at the early age of 
19 years old, Carol started her career at the Edgecombe County 
Courthouse, Tarboro, NC. In 1990 she was elected as the first 
woman and first African-American to represent Edgecombe 
County, Tarboro, NC as the Clerk of Superior Court, Ex Officio 
Judge of Probate. She was defeated in the 1994 election. 
However, Carol is resilient and as a result, in December 1998 
Carol came back and won the election and returned to her first 

love. Again in 2006 and 2010 she was re-elected to serve her fourth and fifth full terms by the 
registered voters of her county. She is the people’s Clerk of Superior Court, Ex Officio Judge of Probate. 
A trailblazer and an outstanding pioneer, Carol’s election was a lesson in courage and determination. 
She had to survive sometimes a bitter path to victory that even included her being dismissed from her 
position after serving 12 years as a Deputy Clerk after announcing her intentions to run for public 
office. Today she is guiding the Clerk’s office to its mission of providing great professional services to 
the community while promoting unity and empowerment for all people and is passionate and committed 
to her calling. With more than 30 years of experience in both the county and state of North Carolina 
government, Carol has served the county of Edgecombe as the elected clerk for 16 years. She will 
motivate and inspire you to grow and reach your fullest potential. 

 Carol is also the Founder of It Starts With U Foundation Reentry Transition, a nonprofit 
organization incorporated in 2008 that was birthed from a need to help build a compassionated strong 
model for re-entry transition and support services to ex-offenders, men and women age eighteen (1) or 
older to help them get back on their feet. The vision of the organization is to sensitize and increase 
public awareness of the stigma and barriers that an ex-offender faces upon release. In partnership with 
various community partners, the program’s focus is on, but not limited to, providing life skills, 
employment (job readiness), housing and public safety, restore family relationships, lend victim’s 
support and provide opportunities to those who have been impacted by the criminal justice system in 
becoming law abiding and productive citizens. An active re-entry program can provide tax breaks for 
local businesses, while reducing jail populations, lengthy court dockets and reduce the number of 
repeat offenders who violate probation and parole. If you are willing, patient and in need of a second 
chance, this program can help “U-TURN” your life around. 

 Carol is married to Robert White and the couple has two children; a daughter-in-law and two 
grandchildren. They reside in Princeville, NC. Carol is a member of the Bethlehem Baptist Church in 
Tarboro, NC where she serves as the Associate Minister under the leadership of Pastor Wayne Hines. She 
is a member of Tau Gamma Delta Sorority, Inc. and a member of Alpha Chi National College Honor 
Scholarship Society. Still with all her many duties and responsibilities, she continues to give back to her 
community by being active and rendering services to many boards in the county and throughout the 
state. Among her many awards, she is the recipient of the 2004 Martin Luther King, Jr. Citizenship 
Award, and also in 2004 received the Humanitarian Award at the Princeville’s 119th Birthday 
Celebration. 



  5 
 

Frank Byrd Weaver 

Photo shown on Twin County 

Hall of Fame website. 

(www.twincountyhalloffame.com

 ) 

 

NCABHSA Salutes Frank Byrd Weaver 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Employment Background: 
 Teacher and Assistant Principal - J. R. Hawkins School, 

Warrenton (1948 - 1950) 

 Principal of Providence Rosenwald School in Edgecombe 
County (1950-1951) 

 Principal and organizer of two (2) new schools in Edgecombe 
County:  Roberson (1951-1956) & Willow Grove (1956-1962) 

 State Supervisor of Elementary Ed. NC Department of Public 
Instruction (5 years) 

 Administrator in N. C. Department of Community Colleges (3 
years) 

 Assistant, Associate and Superintendent of Durham City Schools, 
Durham, NC (13 years) 

 

 Educational Background: 
 High School Diploma Pattillo High School (1943) 

 B.S. Fayetteville State Teachers College, Fayetteville, NC (1948) 

 M.A. Columbia University, NY (1952) 

 M. Divinity Shaw University (1978) 

 D. Ed - Penn State University (1962); 4 honorary degrees 
 

 Travel 
Educational and religious - Canada, Mexico, Israel, France, Jordan, Greece and Africa.  He observed the 
education programs of USSR and Finland. 
 

 Published several articles: 
 "Practical Help for Meeting Needs of Slow Learners" (1967). Vantage Press of New York City.   

 "Helping Slow Learners and Undereducated Adults". Class Publishing Co. of Brentwood, MD 

 Developed the following five adult education resource guides for the Division of Adult Education, 
Department of Community Colleges: 

o  "Tips for Teaching Adult the Language Arts" 
o "Tips for Teaching Adults the Social Studies" 
o "Resources for Adult Educators" 
o "Techniques for Teaching Adults" 
o "How to Recruit ABE Students" 

Dr. Weavers was born in Tarboro, North Carolina on August 
16, 1927. He lived in Edgecombe County until 1962. He came from a 
close knitted family that believed in education.  His parents Mr. 
William and Mrs. Annie Weaver along with his sisters and brothers 
lived at 906 E. Wilson Street, Tarboro, NC.  His grandfather was a 
slave.  His belief in God and the support of his wife Queen, son  
Frank B. Weaver, Jr. and grandchildren has kept him going. 
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 Membership in local/state/national organizations including offices held and special 
recognitions or honors (civilian and military): 
 

 Advisory Board to the Salvation Army, Durham, Chair 

 Board of Trustee, St. Augustine College, Chair of Academic Policies Committee 

 Advisory Board to Alcohol Treatment Center, Durham 

 Advisory Board to Child Guidance Clinic, Durham 

 Advisory Board to Impaired Hearing, Durham 

 Member of the Tobacco Land Kiwanis Club, Durham 

 Member of NEA, Retired Teachers, National Organization for Supervision and Curriculum 
Development 

 Received more than 75 plaques and awards for outstanding work in education and the Christian 
Religion 

 Authored five (5) books and several published articles in education 

 Pastored five (5) churches (preached 54 years; pastored 46 years)  Retired from Watts Chapel 
Baptist Church and is Pastor Emeritus 

 Principal of three (3) schools 

 State Department position (2) 

 Assistant, Associate, Deputy, Interim Superintendent of Schools, Durham (13 years) 

 Professor at Shaw Divinity School (15 years) 

 A father and grandfather and 62 years of marriage to one wife Queen Lewis Weaver 

 One of my greatest Awards:  The I. E. Ready Award presented to Frank B. Weaver, In 
appreciation for his outstanding leadership in the development of the North Carolina Community 
College System in November 19, 1998. 

 Life Membership in the NAACP  
 

Speeches: 
 a)  "Graduation Speech" - Bladen County High School, Elizabethtown, NC  (1982) 

 b)  Installation of Student Government Officers - "There is No Room at the Bottom" 

 c)  Why We Need More Black Faces in High Places" 
 
 
Frank Byrd Weaver was nominated to the Twin County Hall of Fame by Hilda H. Morris, Secretary of 
Conetoe High School Alumni Association assisted by C. Rudolph Knight 
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The Lincoln Park Restaurant and Motel 
located at 1000 and 1002 Leggett Road is 

part of the Lincoln Park Historic District 

which is listed on the National Register of 

Historic Places. 
(For more information go to 

http://www.hpo.ncdcr.gov/nr/ED1555.pdf) 

Herman “Ike” Boone 

Booker T. Washington Alumni Association 

 
The Booker T. Washington Alumni held its 39th reunion celebration on July 4th - July 7th.  On 

Friday, July 4th, a meet and greet was held at the resource center along with a fish fry sponsored by 
the NC/VA Chapter. Graduates and friends of BTW spent the afternoon renewing old acquaintances and 
reminiscing about the "good old day" at Booker T.  Many of them got a chance to tour our resource 
center for the first time. 

 

 
   

On Friday evening a recognition 
ceremony was held saluting past and 
present black business pioneers in 
Rocky Mount. Business recognized were 
The Lincoln Park Motel, Wrights Chick 
Shack, The Wright Center, Edwards 
Grocery Store, Lynch's Service Station and Sandwich Shop, Photographer, Walter Bryant, Ebony and 
Ivory Supper Club, Buck Leonard Foundation, Rocky Mount Cab, Hunter Odom Funeral Home, Rocky 
Mount Funeral Home, Stokes funeral Home Whitfield and Brooks Café, and Grimes Barbershop. After the 
recognition ceremony, an old school dance was held from 8:PM-1:00 AM.  DJ for the event was Charles 
Puddy. 

     
On Saturday morning a business meeting was held at 10:00 AM.  That evening our annual 

heritage banquet was held, The speaker for the event was Herman "Ike  
Boone.  Boone is proud to tell you that he is from Happy Hill in Rocky 
Mount, NC.  Boone is best known now as the coach whom Denzel 
Washington portrayed in the movie, "Remember the Titians." He grew up 
in Rocky Mount, graduated from Booker T. Washington and North Carolina 
Central University and became an educator and coach. After graduation 
from NC Central, he coached in Blackstone Va. and Williamston, NC.  In 
1971 Boone became the first Black head coach at T. C. Williams High 
School in Alexandria, Va.  He not only had to unite a football team, but a 
school and community.  In his speech, Boone recognized the teachers, 
coaches, and fellow teammates who had made a difference in his life. 

 
Scholarships were awarded to Bruce Morton who is attending 

Fayetteville State University and Nykiah Barnes who is attending St. 
Augustine University. 

     
On Sunday alumni attended worship service at St. Mark AME Church. 
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Conetoe Alumni Association 
 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Mr. James Batts, 

Principal 

1948 - 1959                                                                                     
Principal 

Mr. Neil McLean, 
Principal 

1959 – 1971 

2012 CHSAA REUNION HIGHLIGHTS 

 We began our 2012 CHSAA Reunion on Saturday, May 26, 2012 with Breakfast at Indian 
Lake.  We had approximately 450 classmates and guests in attendance.  We had an old fashion 
country breakfast consisting of bacon, sausage, eggs, grits, hash browns, fried apples, fruits, bread 
and juices.  This was catered by Sunrise Country Grill. 

We had our Annual Reunion Banquet at Gateway Convention Center, Rocky Mount, NC, 
with approximately 400 in attendance.  We recognized our Conetoe High and Roberson Elementary 
Schools teachers.   We also recognized Elizabeth Ruffin, Class of 1964, our webmaster, for her 
commitment to keeping our alumni members and friends in the know.   

We recognized each class that we had present from 1948 to 1971 and under classes 1972 – 
1976.  This year we had classmates from classes that had milestones in 2011 & 2012 (1951, 1952, 
1956, 1957, 1961, 1962, 1966, 1967, 1971, 1972 & 1976) to say a few words.  (Visit us at 
www.conetoe.org.) 

On May 27, 2012, we had our Worship Service at Conetoe Chapel Missionary Baptist 
Church, Conetoe, NC, where Rev. Richard Joyner is Pastor.  Minister Phyllis Bonds, Class of 1968, 
was the guest minister.  She spoke on “God has Brought Us from a Mighty Long Ways”  Exodus 
12:40-42 & 51. 

Members & friends were from Connecticut, District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, 
Maryland, New Jersey, New York, Oregon, Texas, Philadelphia, Puerto Rico, Virginia, South 
Carolina, Tennessee and different parts of North Carolina.  

 

2012 CHSAA Planning Committee 
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2012 CONETOE HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION REUNION Classes Pictures 

 
1963 

 
1964 

 
1965 

 
1966 

 
1967 

 
1968  

1969 

 
1970 

 
1971  

1972 

 
1973 

 
1974 

 
1976 

(Alma Mater) “Conetoe High, most loved, endeared and honored,” 
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C. C. Spaulding Alumni Association 
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Gethsemane Alumni Association 

 
Our history is perhaps no different from the history of many of our southern and perhaps our 

northern sister schools, for the school began in the era of early educational institutions for blacks and 
under humble conditions. But our history is important to us because it tells us from whence we came. This 
account has been written with the assistance of Mrs. Novella B. Crudup, a long-time teacher in Franklin 
County school system. Mrs. Crudup was the one lone teacher at the Phelps School for numerous years 
before being transferred to the high school in the later sweeping consolidation effort. When the schools 
were consolidated for the second time in the late 1960’s in the integration effort, Mrs. Crudup was again 
transferred to the consolidated high school, where she remained until her retirement. We are indeed 
grateful for the many years Mrs. Crudup served as an educator of the young black mind and also for here 
invaluable assistance in writing this history. 

The school had its humble beginnings in the early 1900’s in a one-room building. The building was 
void of inside plumbing or heating systems. Its name was Rosenwall School. The school sat on a site close 
to where the Gethsemane Baptist church now stands. Mr. I. W. Holden was the principal and Mr. John H. 
Harris was the superintendent of Franklin County Schools. In 1915, the school was destroyed by fire and 
classes were then held in the Old Fellows Hall about 200 feet away. Classes continued to be held in the 
Old Fellows Hall until 1923, at which time Mr. Percy Watkins sold land to the County to build a new 
school. Mrs. Martha Ella Perry became principal of the new school with Mr. E. L. Best as superintendent. 

It seems that fire was a determined of the school, for it 1933 it was again destroyed by fire.  The 
little school was again rebuilt and Mr. C. C. Clark came to serve as principal with Mr. W. R. Mills as 
superintendent. The new school was renamed Gethsemane School in keeping with the name of the 
community in which it was located. This is the same wood frame building which still stands on the 
campus. 

The school year 1942-43 marked the beginning of a new era in the history of Gethsemane High 
School, for in this year Mr. R. M. Darden of Rocky Mount came to serve as principal, and a new 
superintendent, Mr. Wiley F •. Mitchell of Youngsville, North Carolina was appointed. This team of 
educators led the school system in a daring new approach to education and motivated total community 
involvement in the effort.  

Mr. Mitchell, an educator as well as an administrator, had a, far-reaching plan that was to affect 
and revitalize all schools in the County system. Mr. Mitchell felt that the interests of education would best 
be served by consolidation of the many community schools in the system. In the northern end of the 
county, the Franklin County Training School at Louisburg was the focal, point. In the southern end of the 
county, the Gethsemane High School at Bunn was the focal point. This consolidation effort affected all 
schools in the county system, including the white schools, although white neighborhood schools remained 
at Bunn, Louisburg, Epsom, and Edward Best. There were, however, only three black schools left in the 
county (Gethsemane, Louisburg, and Perrys).  

There were eight grade schools in the Gethsemane District at this time with one or two teachers 
who worked under the supervision 'of the principal from the high school. Mr. Mitchell began a rapid, yet 
orderly abolition/consolidation of these schools, and one by one, the schools were moved to the high 
school.  

In addition, the parents became just as active as the students, by participating as representatives 
on the Franklin County Schools Committee, the Bunn School Advisory Committee and forming a local PTA. 
The first president of the PTA was Mr. Daniel Nicholson, followed by Mr. H. A. Clemons, and Mr. Luther 
Burwell.  

This upward swing continued, and it became evident in the school year 1951-52 that the present 
building would not suffice for the school. In that year a new building was added at a cost of 
approximately $120,000 on six acres of land purchased by the County from Mr. Percy Watkins and  

Mr. H. A. Clemons. With the addition of this building, it marked the first time the school had had 
indoor toilets, running water, or a central heating system. In addition, another first: A library all to itself 
was included!  
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Mr. Darden worked untiringly through Mr. Mitchell, the PTA, and the community at large to 
acquire needed items for the library. We got maps, globes, magazines, books of all kinds and anything 
else he could to stock the library.   

The' athletic teams traveled all over the county and into neighboring counties to participate in 
basketball games and tournaments. They practiced and played on outside dirt courts, but they kept 
playing until the County recognized the need for a gymnasium. This came in 1957 when the gym was built 
at a cost of approximately $75,000. The gym' was named in honor of Mr. Darden. It was known as the R. 
M. Darden Gymnasium. The efforts of parents provided the chairs for the gym.  

This high level of support continued until the last bell sounded in 1967 when the County schools 
were again consolidated to achieve integration.   
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George Washington Carver National Alumni Association 

 
The National G.W. Carver Alumni Association 72nd Anniversary Reunion were 

held on the weekend of July 5-7, 2013.  A Breakfast/Business Meeting was held at 
the Golden Carroll Restaurant in Rocky Mount on Friday morning at 9:30 am. 

 
George Barnes was elected National Vice President. Dr. Evelyn Johnson 

retired from the position. All other officers were re-elected. 
 
An Old Fashion Prom was held on Friday evening July 5, at G.W. Carver 

School in Pinetops. It was an elegant affair and well attended. It was sponsored 
by the Class of 1966, chaired by Minnie Hill Moore. Everyone had an enjoyable 
evening with special entertainment by class members and DJ Baby Boy of WCPS 
Radio. 

 
The S.A. Gilliam Scholarship Awards Banquet was held on Saturday, July 6, 

at the Doubletree Hotel in Rocky Mount. Banquet speaker was Mr. Kenneth Earl 
Wiggins, currently from Harrisburg, NC. He is a Pinetops native, graduated from 
Southwest Edgecombe High school in 1979 and from the University of NC at 
Chapel Hill in 1983 where he received a degree in Biology. He is COO and Co-
Founder of Ken Cord Bio therapeutics based in Charlotte, NC.  He held the 
recipients attention as he spoke about the many challenges he faced and they too 
must face as well, as they enter college, and goes about achieving their dreams. 

 
Fourteen applicants received the S.A. Gilliam Scholarships in the amount of 

$1500 each and one applicant who received a $200 award, due to her tuition was 
paid in full. They all are very inspiring students who are seeking careers in a 
broad range of different fields. One Graphic Designer, two Nursing, one Business 
Technology, two Pharmacists, one Architectural Engineering, one 
Anesthesiologist, one Computer Engineering, one Veterinarian, two Psychologists,  
one Physical Therapist, one Dental Hygienist, and one Electrical Engineering. We 
wish them all success and the G.W. Carver Alumni finds great pleasure thru your 
support in helping each of them reach their financial goals. 

 
Distinguished entertainment was provided by Vocalist, Roenitia Stewart of 

Raleigh, NC. Mae Ellard, National Secretary received the D.B. Gilliam Award. 
Bettie Jean Bynum Mitchell received the Eagle Award for her long service as 
website manager until retirement. Ann Edge accepted the Eagle Award 
posthumously for her late husband, Joseph Edge for being the longest serving 
National President. Mrs. Rachel Boddie Wiggins & Mrs. Annie Belle Battle was 
awarded  Eagle Certificates for being our Special Guest representing the First 
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Graduating    Class in 1942 of G.W. Carver High School. Leah S. Vines, National 
President was awarded The Metro Washington Baltimore Chapter B.L. Staton 
Award for support of Education & the Alumni Chapter, The award was presented 
by Mary O. J. Staton, President of the Wash/Baltimore Chapter. 

 
Classes in retrospect were called by Mae Ellard as classes from the first 

class of 1942 thru class of 1971 made their presentation to the SA Gilliam 
Scholarship Fund. Again the class of 1967 was the top contributor, a position they 
have held for several years in the class competition. 

 
The alumni attended the Sunday 11 am Church Service on July 7th  at Harts 

Chapel Baptist Church on Noble Mill Pond Road, Rocky Mount, NC.  
 

G. W. Carver Alumni Association 2013 Scholarship Recipients 

Scholarship Chairperson, Roberteen Pettaway, left, D'Nidra Allen, Jalen Dickens, Briana 

Gidson, Ayanah Johnson, Mia Knowles, Jalisa Parker, Avie Pittman, Kenneth Plemmer, Milton 

Ransome, Alexus Threatt, Todd Staton, right, National President, Leah Vines. Recipients not 

pictured, Raimee Vines, Yohance Hubbard, Tyree Jordon and Keya Harris. 

 

Information written, designed and submitted by  

Leah Vines, National President, George Washington Carver Alumni Association. 
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Nash Central Alumni Association 
 

Nash Central celebrated its 39th Annual reunion the weekend of May 24 - 26, 2013 at the OD 
Moore Scholarship Foundation Building in Nashville, NC. The reunion kick-off on Friday, May 24 was the 
4th Annual Golf Tournament to support the OD Moore Scholarship Foundation. There were 53 players 
that participated in this event held at The Golf Club of Rocky Mount, 26 Ford's Colony Court. This 
tournament was held in Memory of the late Henry Earl Coley.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
B

A business meetings were conducted on Saturday morning followed by the annual banquet on Saturday 
night. There was a full house and the OD Moore Scholarship Foundation (ODMSF) award scholarships to 
five students. The ODMSF invite your support by sending a Tax Deductible contribution to the 
foundation at PO Box 13, Nashville, NC 27856. Any 'contribution would be greatly appreciated.  

 
The weekend festivities concluded with a cook-out and games in the park behind the ODMSF 

Building Sunday afternoon. Later, there was a dance that went on till late into the evening. Please 
plan to join us for our 40th reunion Memorial weekend 2014, May 23 - 25, 2014.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Participating in the event from left to right are: Hattie Dunn, Allegro Cordell, Phil Ford, Goldie Ford-Moody, Louis 

Ricks, Tony Smith, Bobby Dunn, and Patrick Ford.  
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Alumni Banquet Highlights Memorial Day 2013 

Mr. Jesse Hinton and Mr. James McBride introduce 2012-2013 O. D. Moore Scholarship Recipients. 

 

The Honorable  Judge Anthony Brown, Speaker 
gives a down home message with a dignified 

flavor. He  reminds us of our past, makes us 

thankful for the present and gives hope for the 

future. 

 

 Mrs. Vera Hilliard Mann Mr. David Harrison 
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Phillips/Bricks Alumni Association 

 
Celebrating the Phillips High School and Bricks School Legacy for 34 Years 

 
 

 
 
 
The Phillips High School/Bricks School Alumni Association has had a tremendous 35 year history 

and many successes in its ongoing mission to remember, promote and celebrate the valuable history and 
legacy of our great Phillips High School and Bricks School. We recognize the legacy of our former schools 
and educators though our activities, annual scholarships and programs of service to Phillips Middle School 
and the Edgecombe County community. 

For 35 years PBAA has welcomed alumni, teachers and friends to a fun-filled, enjoyable 
experience in May during Memorial Day weekend to celebrate, remember and fellowship with fellow 
“Bulldogs family and friends.  On many occasions we have been blessed to have Falcons, Beavers, Eagles, 
Trojans and others with us also. 

  At our May 2013 reunion weekend, we had a record attendance at the scholarship banquet of 
280.  The Friday night meet and greet and Sunday church service also had larger numbers than ever 
before.  We awarded four $1000 scholarships out of 6 that were funded and planned.   Special permanent 
scholarships were established by individuals and classes in remembrance of family members, teachers, 
principals and special class celebrations that will help us award even more assistance to high school 
seniors in the years ahead. 

 Highlighting just a few of our organization’s activities over the past year 2012-13, we were 
successful in purchasing a badly needed large, flat-screen color TV and speakers for Phillips Middle School 
in September 2012.  During the start of the school year, we provide funding for the four grading periods 
for honor roll recognition for Phillips Middle students who qualified.  The students would be awarded 
small gifts and refreshments planned and coordinated by the school principal.  During school open house 
and registration in August 2012, several members came out, brought refreshments, flowers for the 
entrance and greeted students and parents to offer our organization’s support for their academic success 
for the New Year as they met their teachers and found their classrooms.  We also gathered information 
for the Food Lion School Rewards Program which will allow Phillips Middle to participate in receiving 
funds for MVP members tied to the school as they shop at Food Lion. 

In December 2012, we held a Christmas Breakfast for fellowship and to raise money for our annual 
scholarship fund with the goal of increasing the number of scholarships for our reunion.  Dr. Evelyn 
Johnson, Edgecombe County school board member, was our guest speaker. She gave a wonder address 
about the importance of our history and dedication to keeping it alive.  The event included a fashion show 
and a wonderful breakfast prepared and donated by the Willie Harris family and others. 

 We continued with our adopt-a-highway cleanup project as another form of remembrance for 
Phillips/Bricks.  For the privilege of having a commemorative sign along Battleboro-Leggette Highway, our 
association agreed to clean up litter four times a year as a group along the road where Phillips High School 
was once located.  

        At the Business Meeting during May, funds were donated from several members for students 
to attend camp at Phillips Middle School for the summer. 

      A new slate of officers was elected in May during the reunion as we look forward to even 
greater things from our Alumni Association and its members.  We have been a proud member of the North 
Carolina Association of Black High School Alumni from its inception and many of our members continue to 
support its mission of remembering the history of all former black high schools.  Like many, Phillips/Bricks 
Alumni Association is committed to remembering the valuable legacy of our former black high school and 
teachers. We pledge to keep the history and memory alive for future generations.  Best wishes to all and 
may God continue to bless each and every one of you. 

....Phillips/Bricks Alumni Association 

BULLDOG 

 

PRIDE 
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“Remembering Phillips High School, Battleboro, NC 1949-1972”        
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Swift Creek Alumni Association 
 

The 33rd annual Swift Creek 2013 Alumni festivities were held August 2 – August 3 at the Gateway 
Center in Rocky Mount, NC. The Speaker for the occasion was Mrs. Lula Battle-Turner. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The class of 1963 celebrates 50
 
years. 

Swift Creek Alumni 2013  
Annual Meeting 
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…………………………..From years gone by………………………….. 
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W. A. Pattillo Alumni Association 
 

W. A. Pattillo High began in a six room frame building in the township of Princeville in 1888. There 
were six teachers and six grades at what was known as Princeville Graded School. Many students came 
from surrounding communities and towns to attend the Princeville Graded School. The first principal was 
William P. Mabson of Freedom Hill (Princeville) followed by John Craven Jones. The third principal was 
John William Perry. Under Dr. Perry’s tutelage the school graduated its first eighth grade class. Walter 
Alexander Pattillo succeeded Dr. Perry and a few high school courses were added. 

In 1921, the first high school building was constructed in east Tarboro and Mr. Walter Alexander 
Pattillo continued as principal.  This new Colored School, erected with funds allotted by the School Board, 
had 12 teachers and 12 classrooms and a principal who shared his attention with the school in Princeville. 
The schools grew rapidly. In 1931, a new building with 17 rooms was added, along with more teachers, 
making a grand total of 700 pupils, 34 classrooms, 38 teachers, 1 principal and 2 schools. Enrollment 
boomed in 1933 and the curriculum expanded to include athletics. The first football game was played in 
the fall of 1933. Several years later, in 1947, the first basketball team was established, and the following 
year, 1948 baseball was added. 

 In 1941 the school was officially christened W. A. Pattillo High to honor our first principal, Mr. 
Water Alexander Pattillo. (Mr. W. A. Pattillo)  In 1946, with the growing prosperity of the post-war period, 
the school was finally consolidated. Mr. W. A. Pattillo, the founder, retired and his son, Mr. W. H. Pattillo 
was appointed principal. 

Enrollment continued to increase at such an astronomical rate that make-shift classrooms were 
erected on W. A. Pattillo’s campus out of prewar barracks. Also in 1946, the W. A. Pattillo High School 
Marching Band was born. The school progressed with state and federal aid. In 1950 the Gymnasium, 
Vocational and Science Building was erected. This meant that Physical Education Teachers would never 
more be dependent on “atmospheric conditions”. For the first time our beloved Trojans could participate 
at night in the popular sport of basketball. This stepped up the athletic program and inspired the football 
team to win its first Easter Conference Championship in 1952 under the coaching expertise of Mr. Charlie 
England. 

W. A. Pattillo High and Elementary School was really on the move. Mrs. Thelma Q. Foster and the 
Senior Class were so inspired that they composed the Alma Mater, “Pattillo High”. The student body was 
elevated to such a point that the first Student Government Organization was established to assist the 
administration. Enrollment in W. A. Pattillo was an all time high. W. A. Pattillo acquired a new high 
school building in 1955. It provided nine classrooms and a library along with a full time librarian, and a 
commercial department with a full time teacher.  

There was a change in administration in 1960. Mr. W. H. Pattillo resigned and Mr. R. H. Cherry 
became the new principal. He was full of plans for the growth and development of the school’s 
potentials. A year later in 1961, the Cafeteria and Music Department was added to our school. Later a 
new primary building was built to replace the old army barracks.  

In 1967, Mr. R. W. Snowden became principal of W. A. Pattillo for one year. Mr. James A. Barnes 
became the new administration of W. A. Pattillo in 1968. During Mr. Barnes principalship many changes 
took place at our “Dear Ol’ Pattillo. Freedom of choice was given to students in the Tarboro School 
District during the late half of sixties. Integration bought many changes for W. A. Pattillo in 1970; W. A. 
Pattillo saw its last graduation class walk through its arches. 

W. A. Pattillo is now an Elementary School and commonly referred to as Pattillo A+ School. Prior 
to the September 15, 1999 there were almost 700 students in grades 3, 4, and 5.  On September 15, 1999, 
the area was devastated by Hurricane Floyd. The buildings that once housed W. A. Pattillo were 
destroyed along with many historical artifacts.  After almost 2 ½ years on a temporary campus set up on 
the grounds of the National Guard Armory, a new school was built in the same location as the original W. 
A. Pattillo with 4, 5, and 6 grade students.  

 
This material written was in part by C. Rudolph Knight, a Tarboro native and a retired educator from Edgecombe 
Community College. There are also reprints  from the W. A. Pattillo 1964 yearbook. 
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GW CARVER ALUMNI 
PINETOPS, NORTH CAROLINA 

HOME OF THE EAGLES 
CONGRATULATIONS!!!!! 

NCABHSA 
ON YOUR SIX ANNIVERSARY 

“LET’S CELEBRATE 
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Congratulations to the NCABHSA on your 6th Annual 

After Thanksgiving Day Event 

 

May your future be as bright as the  

shinning star in the east. 

 

 
Gethsemane Alumni Association 

 

 
 

 

C O U P O N S 

“EASTERN CAROLINA’S 

VOLUME DEALER 

 

 

Tim Hardee 

 

 
PHELPS CHEVROLET 

3325 MEMORIAL DR. GREENVILLE, NC 27834 

 

 

Phone (252) 756-2150 

Fax (252) 756-3210 

1-888-617-8373 
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Until Shoes Grow on Trees, 

 
Repair & Save 

 
3400 South Memorial Dr. 

Carolina East Centre 
Greenville, NC 27834 

 

Mon. ● Tues. ● Thurs. ● Fri. 9:30-5:30 
Wed.  Closed ● Sat. 9:30-5:30 

 
Ask about our 1 Year Shine Card 

 

252-756-0044  
 



  25 
 

 

 



  26 
 

 

Congratulations 
 

NCABHSA 
 

 

on your        

    6th  Anniversary 

 

  

Nash County training School 
Ernestine E. Knight-Perry               Verlie L. Knight-Moore 

 

Swift Creek High School 
 Joe H. Knight William A. Knight Ernest Knight Jr. 

      

Phillips High School 

 Annie R. Knight-Johnson Mary M. Knight Estelle Knight-Daniels 
 

North Edgecombe High School 
DeLoris D. Knight 

 

 

The Knight Family 

In memory of 

Ernest & Carrie Knight 

(Mom & Dad) 
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Did you know? 

 
African-Americans 
make up 21 .6% of 
North Carolina's 
overall population, but 
represent nearly 53% 
of North Carolinians 
waiting for an organ 
transplant. 

 

 
 

Of the more than 
1,800 African-
Americans waiting for 
transplants in North 
Carolina, 95% are 
waiting for a kidney 
transplant.  
41.7% of African-
Americans waiting for 
a transplant are 
between the ages of 50 
and 64, and 32.6% are 
between the ages of 35 
and 49.  

 

 
African-Americans are 
four times more likely 
than Caucasians to be 
on dialysis because of 
kidney failure, which 
must often be treated 
by kidney 
transplantation. 
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B & J Barber Stylist Shop 

2200-D Beatties Ford Road 
Charlotte, North Carolina 28216 

(704) 394-3303 
Email:  jnavaret@aol.com 

Monday–Friday:  8:30  a.m. – 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday – 6:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Sunday – CLOSED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HINTON HORIZONS, LLC 
LTC Jesse J. Hinton, Jr., USA (Ret) 
 

Creating A Better Tomorrow By Increasing 
Knowledge and Experience today 

Post Office 596 ● Ayden, NC 28513 
Phone: 252-746-8591 

Email: Jhinton06@yahoo.com 

JOSEPH N. GRIMES 
Notary Public 
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Congratulations 
 

 

To the 

 

NORTH CAROLINA ASSOCIATION  

OF BLACK HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI 

 
 
 

 
 
 

For successfully fulfilling its organizational goals to  
gather & preserve some of our invaluable 

 histories & provide assistance to other  
organizations engaged in programs  

designed to provide assistance to our  
youth that will keep them on a  
positive track to succeed in life. 

 

 
 

 

 

George E. Westry, Esq. 

Nash Central Senior High School 
Class of 1964 
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The United States Marine 
Corp League 1262  

would like to say  

“Thank You” to the  

North Carolina Association 
of Black High School Alumni 

for continued support of 
“TOYS FOR TOTS” 
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In Memory Of 
 

Bliss Roberson 

Fannie Pitt McCann 

Garland Roberson 

Gregory McCann 

James T. McCann 

Lillie Mae Roberson 

Lou Jennie Arrington Battle 

Louellen Joyner Roberson 

Sol and Sue Arrington 

William Boise Battle 

Submitted by Morris Roberson & Barbara Grimes 
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Patrons List 

 
 

Madison Bluitt 

Therion Bluitt 

Deion Brown 

LaDallas Brown 

Rochonda Brown 

T. Brown 

Barbara R. Grimes 

John E. Grimes 

Jeffrey McCann 

Jiancarlo Smith 

Catherine Roberson 

Morris Roberson 

George E. Westry 

Russell L. Williams 

 

 

 

  

 

 


